
  

 
 

Term 4, Week 1 -  Wednesday 12 October 2016  
 
Kia ora whanau and families 

Maths week got off to a great start on Monday with all children participating in activities out in Te Ao 
Marama.  Yesterday and today children have attended the Maths World Show in the hall and tried 
numerous Maths activities and challenges.  Thanks to our Maths team of organising a great week of 
Maths fun! 
 
Mathathon – please encourage your child/children to practise their basic facts each night ready for 
the test on Friday. You can send the money they raised to school next week. Put it in the drop box in 
the foyer.  The studio who have the most children return their forms and money win hot chips for 
lunch.  I know this prize is very sought after by the children! 
 
Every dollar raised is appreciated by the PTA who have used most of their savings on the new junior 
playground (coming soon!) 
 
As you will be aware we receive visitors to Waitākiri School each week to research how we have 
enabled collaborative teaching and learning in flexible learning spaces.  
 
As such the Ministry of Education have identified the school (along with some other local schools) as 
exemplar schools. To help the many visitors to our school the Ministry are funding the creation of a 
short video clip to showcase the school. To do this we will have a team from CORE Education visiting 
the school on Friday 21 October to film 'a day in the life of'. They will be starting at 8.30am filming 
parents and children arriving, and parents with their children in studios/CHOICE room. They will visit 
three studios, junior, middle & senior school, library, REAL Heroes room, and see learning over the 
course of the day.  We look forward to seeing the finished video in due course. 
 
Kind regards 
Jacqui Malham 
Deputy Principal 

 
Please ensure you are signed up to receive our alerts with the new tiqbiz app on your 

smartphone (see flyer in this newsletter) 
 

If you don’t have a smartphone, please sign up for our texts:   
Text: follow WaitakiriSchool to 8987 

Unfortunately Vodafone do not support this service, so if you are a Vodafone customer, please ask a 
fellow parent or family member to receive the texts and forward them onto you. 

 
 
 Email:   office@waitakiri.school.nz                     Website: www.waitakiri.school.nz 

School: 383 2736 or 027 202 3543                   OSCAR: 383 2649 or 027 655 8104 
School bank account number for paying children’s accounts: 03 1700 0622075 025 

 

http://www.waitakiri.school.nz/


 



MATHS WEEK……The Dragon Games have arrived! 
 
The Dragon Games are here and ready to get out into the world for children to enjoy playing.  
You may have heard some of your children talking about these (especially in Ruru studio).  
 
Here is  a link to see the Dragon cards in action. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wLhOx4hGaQ&feature=youtu.be 
 
The Dragon Games Fundraiser 
The Dragon Games are REALLY FUN, have LOTS of VARIETY, and are 
EDUCATIONAL. You can buy them from Ruru Studio for only $30.00.  
Better yet....each set of cards sold, automatically gives $10 to the school. That’s 
fantastic – thanks to the Statistics Learning Centre who have been working with 
Waitākiri this year.   
 
So...if you are keen to buy a set of cards ( great for a Christmas present)...or 
would just like to see how the games are played...pop into Ruru studio between 8.30-8.50am any 
morning over the next couple of weeks. 
If you are wanting to purchase a set of cards please send $30 in a sealed envelope with your name, 
child’s name and studio name please. You will recieve the cards the same day.  
 
Any questions email Kaye Royle at kaye.royle@waitakiri.school.nz 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wLhOx4hGaQ&feature=youtu.be
mailto:kaye.royle@waitakiri.school.nz


MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
The Board met during the last week of term 3 and were proud to hear more glowing reports regarding 

school standards, abilities and achievements. 

Earlier in term 3 the National Monitoring Study of Student Achievement (NMSSA) studied a group of 

our year 4 learners and reported them to be positive and enthusiastic. In particular their knowledge of 

Te Reo was better than compared to some other schools year 8 learners.  In addition our recent ERO 

report acknowledged our strength of procedure, structure and results by providing a 4-5 year gap 

before the next review; this is unique to our school as other new build schools around the country get 

1 to 3 year reviews. Our Enviroschools programme was also acknowledged by a visit from Dr Nic 

Smith and other dignitaries, where our Enviroteam led the discussion on how our school actions 

positive environmental practises. This in turn led to letters from various dignitaries congratulating 

Waitākiri School, articles in the Education Gazette and Parliament News. So all in all a pretty stellar 

effort from the leadership team, staff and pupils. 

The Board also reviewed Neill’s Principals Appraisal Report and continue to be appreciative of the 

attributes, character and energy with which Neill leads our school. Our learners were also 

appreciative of Neill; in particular comments about his soccer skills and sense of humour were 

amusing.  Neill’s recent trip to Thailand with leaders of schools in the Otākaro Cluster went extremely 

well. Not only did this provide a platform to showcase why our school would be appealing for Thai 

students but was another great opportunity for the principals in our cluster to collaborate and further 

enhance their professional relationship and provide some continuity between local schools to assist 

our learners when moving on after year 6. We look forward to the possibility of hosting students from 

another culture at our school. 

A few housekeeping issues involved discussions regarding uniform function, warmth, appearance 

and durability. We agree that our uniform looks smart, is priced well, admittedly gets worn in rather 

heavily by it’s users and given that it gets worn most days of the year, we are happy with its 

performance. Our uniform items are comparative to other primary schools and we are satisfied that 

there are options for a variety of weather and circumstances. 

Our Health and Safety procedures are always being reviewed and monitored to ensure we provide a 

safe environment for everyone at our school.  We are confident that all possible steps are being 

implemented.    

Chrissie Hughes, Board of Trustees 

 

SUNHATS ARE COMPULSORY 
A reminder that sunhats are compulsory during terms 1 & 4 when children 

are outside. Please ensure you child has a named school hat.  If they do 

not have one you can order these on line here.  On very sunny days 

please ensure your child is wearing sunscreen also. Thank you. 

http://orders.alymaclean.co.nz/waitakiri


 



REAL CHALLENGE THIS WEEK....... 



TERM 4 IMPORTANT DATES 
Learning Celebrations – 9.15am in the school hall – all welcome! 

 Friday 21 Oct – Windsor Studio sharing 
 Thursday 27 Oct – PTA Mathathon presentation 
 Friday 18 Nov – Rangi community sharing 
 Friday 2 Dec – Wai community sharing 
 Friday 16 Dec – final learning celebration at 11am 

 

 18 Oct – Year 3 – 6 Athletics Day 

 19 Oct - Positive Parenting workshop 6.30pm – 8.30pm 

 20 Oct – Green day for Enviroteam 

 24 Oct – Labour Day (school closed) 

 27 Oct – Christchurch Music Festival  

 29 Oct – Jump Jam Competition 

 3 Nov – Community evening 5pm – 7pm 

 4 Nov – Positive Parenting workshop 9am – 11am & Jump Jam Mufti Day 

 11 Nov – Canterbury Anniversary Day (school closed) 

 14 Nov – Zones Athletics 

 18 Nov – last day to hand in REAL Challenges 

 7 Dec – Canterbury Athletics in Ashburton 

 10 Dec – Year 4 & 5 REAL Challenge presentations 2pm – 3pm 

 13 Dec – Year 6 Ice Skating  

 14 Dec – Year 6 Leavers Celebration 

 16 Dec – last day of school, school closes at 12.30pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Community Event - Thursday 3 November 5pm – 7pm 
Come and join us for a fun community event 

- Sausage Sizzle - Bouncy castles 

- Performances by our students including Kapa Haka, Jump 

Jam, Dance Crew, Rock Band, Folk Dancing and Choir 

We would love for our families, friends, neighbours and community 

to join us.  Free sausage sizzle! Bring a picnic and a chair/blanket and enjoy some 

community spirit.  Coffee will be available for purchase.    All welcome!     See you there!  

FOR ALL YEAR 4 & 5 CHILDREN 
REAL Challenges presentation 

 Year 4 & 5 students who have completed their home learning challenges 
Friday, 9 December 2pm in the school hall -  All welcome! 

 

FOR ALL YEAR 6 CHILDREN 
Year 6 Leavers Celebration &  REAL Challenges presentation 

Wednesday, 14 December 6.30pm in the school hall 
 

Plus a fun night for Year 6 children provided by the PTA 
Year 6 PTA Ice Skating evening - Tuesday, 13 December 6.00pm at Alpine Ice 

 



CHOICE CAFÉ 
The Choice Café will be selling Milkshakes in Term Four starting from Monday the 17th of October. 
They come in 5 delicious flavours - Banana, Caramel, Chocolate, Strawberry and Vanilla. They are 
the same price as Hot Chocolates and Fluffies -$2.50 for regular, $3.50 for large. 

 

POLICIES & PROCEDURES UP FOR REVIEW 
Waitākiri School works on a subscription basis with SchoolDocs to maintain, update, and review our 
policies. SchoolDocs provides us with a comprehensive core set of policies which have been well 
researched and follow the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and 
procedures are tailored to our school, and the school supplies specific information such as our 
charter, and procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc.  
 
Policies are monitored by SchoolDocs and updated, modified, or created in response to changes in 
legislation, significant events, Ministry guidelines, reviews/requests from schools, and regular 
reviewing from the SchoolDocs team. Our board of trustees has the opportunity to view changes and 
additions and comment on them before they are implemented. This is to advise you that there are two 
policies up for review, “Education Outside the Classroom” & “Sun Protection”. Please follow the 
instructions below to take part in the review by Friday 16 December 2016. 

1. Visit the website http://waitakiri.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 
2. Enter the user name (waitakiri) and password (waitakiri). 
3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 
4. Read the policy. 
5. Click the Policy Review button at the right hand top corner of the page. 
6. Select the reviewer type "Parent". 
7. Enter your name (optional). 
8. Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, there is a computer in the CHOICE Room for parents to use for this. 
Please ask at the office. 

LEARNING HERO MORNING TEA 
Congratulations to the Learning Heroes from Ruru Studio who 

had morning tea with Miss Reynolds & Mrs Malham yesterday. 

Pictured left are Bella, Amelia, Emma, Bryn, Ella, Ethan, 

Kendra, Oliva S, Blaine, David, Olivia R, Courtney, Mrs Malham 

and Miss Reynolds. 

 

 

PICNIC WITH THE PRINCIPAL 
Congratulations to the Learning Heroes who had a Picnic with Mr 

O’Reilly on the last day of term 3. Pictured right are:. Aliyah, 

Mehak, Makayla, Maddie, Mikayla, Jayden, Eviana, Enzae, Flynn, 

Isaac, Toby, David, Renee, Jessica and Mr O’Reilly.   

http://waitakiri.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm


CHISNALLWOOD ENROLMENTS 
Chisnallwood Intermediate Enrolments are still open.  If you are considering coming to Chsinallwood 
and would like to have a look around the school with the Principal please call the office to make a 
time (3884 199). We are organising testing and taster days so keep those enrolments coming 
in.  Packs are available at the Chisnallwood School Office and in the CHOICE Room. All enrolments 
are welcome. 
 

Congratulations to Leni  and Lavania who have been awarded the Principal’s Scholarship at 
Chisnallwood Intermediate for 2017.   Well done! 

 

REAL HEROES COMMUNITY CHALLENGE 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO COLLECT FOR THE SPCA ANNUAL APPEAL 

on Saturday 5 November 2016? 
 

Dear Students 
 
As part of the Waitākiri School Community REAL Challenges, you have the opportunity to collect for the SPCA 
Canterbury Annual Appeal on Saturday 5 November 2016 and tick off a REAL Heroes Community Challenge!  
Or you can do this just because you are a REAL Hero and volunteer your time. If you would like to do this, you 
will be needed to help collect funds at Freshchoice Parklands with a parent or caregiver for 1 ½ hours.   
 
The parent or caregiver MUST stay with you the whole time. More than one child from each family can help.  
Everything will be there that you need to complete your collection, so you just need to bring yourself and your 
parent/caregiver. 
 
If you would like to do this, please have this form completed by your parent/caregiver, and return to Kim in the 
school office as soon as possible. There are only 4 spaces available so first in will get their preferred time. If 
we have lots of interest we may be able to collect at another venue. 
 

Thank you for your help! 

Kim Hillson 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

REAL Heroes Community Challenge 

YES I WOULD LIKE TO COLLECT FOR THE SPCA ANNUAL APPEAL on 

Saturday 5 November 2016 

I would like to help collect for the SPCA Canterbury Annual Appeal on Saturday  

5 November 2016 (1 ½ hour time slot to be confirmed). 

 

Child/rens name/s ___________________________________       Studio/s________  

 

Date_________________ 

 

Parent Name _______________________________ Contact Ph No __________________ 

 

Parent Signature ______________________________ 

 

Preferred time (please circle)      10am –11.30am        11.30am-1pm       1pm-2.30pm         2.30pm-4pm         

                     ---- The time you will be collecting will be confirmed with a letter home ---- 



SPORTS NEWS 
ATHLETICS DAY - SENIOR SCHOOL – Tuesday 18 Otober 2016 
Year 3 to 6 will be having their Athletics day on Tuesday 18 October. (Postponement date is Tuesday 
25 October).  Please ensure that all children wear their school sunhats, sunscreen, have plenty of 
water and suitable footwear 
.  

 
Some of the events will be held at Clare Park.   Coffee will be available from the CHOICE Cafe until 
1.30pm. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Windsor & Burwood Studios (Years 1 &2) will be Thursday 20 October 
1.30-3pm 
 

URGENT REMINDER:  those who still have sports uniforms please return to 
school (box in the CHOICE Room) as we need these for other teams. Thank you. 

WEET-BIX KIDS TRYATHLON We have registered our school for this. Early Bird entries are now 

open on their website.  So if you are entering please link to our school to be in to win some prizes for 

the school! We will not be entering the children through school so you will need to do this from 

home.  It is an awesome event to do!  Please encourage your kids to give it a TRY! 

TOUCH RUGBY Touch will be starting next Monday 17 October. We have been advised that the 

draw should be out by the end of the week, and when it does it will be put on our website under 

notices. A tiqbiz will be sent out advising you when it is on our website. Please make sure you are 

signed up for tiqbiz. All teams now have a manager/coach.  Thank you. 

MINIJAMMERS BASKETBALL Games start on Thursday 27th October.  Get out and start practicing 

those ball skills. 



THANK YOU COMMUNITY REAL HEROES  
Many thanks and well done to Dominique; Hayley & Jacob, Nathan & 

Samantha, Sasha & Finn, Leni & Lucas, Tamara, Holly & Riley, Sebastian, Jake 

& Jessica and your fantastic parents who 

collected for the Blind Foundation Annual 

Appeal on Friday and Saturday during the 

last week of the holidays. You guys are 

awesome for giving up your own time to help 

others. The Blind Foundation very much 

appreciated your support!  Pictured below 

are Nathan & Samantha, and Leni and 

Lucas (with Pete and Vic the guide dog). 

PARKING & DROPPING OFF/COLLECTING  
A reminder please parents and caregivers – please use the 3 min parking/pickup/drop off areas 
directly outside school for this only. While there have been surprise roadworks outside the school the 
last two days, staff have been monitoring the area and it works well when used for this purpose. 

Also, Ready Steady Play Preschool have contacted us to say that some of our school parents are 
using their car park as a turning bay each day at pick up and drop off times, often without parents 
exercising the necessary caution.  A few parents also park here while waiting for their school 
children.  These are also busy times for the preschool and therefore we ask that you refrain from 
using it. This is a private carpark that does not belong to the school. Please be respectful to this 
business.  
  

POSITIVE PARENTING WORKSHOPS 
Due to the support for the first workshop and a request for an evening workshop we can confirm the following 
dates and welcome any parents/ caregivers who would like to attend. The evening workshop is a repeat of the 
first Friday morning session. 
 

Positive Parenting Workshop 1 
Wednesday 19 October 6:30pm - 8:30pm at Waitākiri School in the CHOICE Room 
 
Explore the issues… 
“What causes children’s misbehaviour?” 
“ Strategies on managing misbehaviour move positively”   
These are the key messages that we will be weaving them through the workshop 

 Uncertainty about parenting and ability to parent well 
 Feeling judgment as a parent, yet also being judgemental of other parents 
 Child wellbeing is not well understood 
 Isolation which appears to be self-perpetuating 
 Parents are tired 
 There are still on-going effects of post-earthquake stressors 
 Fathers needing to find their place and role as parents. 

 

Positive Parenting Workshop 2 
Friday 4 November 9-11 at Waitākiri School in the CHOICE Room 
This workshop is a follow-up to the first Friday morning session and we will let you know the content closer to 
the time. 
 
Please contact the office to let us know numbers attending.  Thank you, Dianna Reynolds, Deputy Principal 



 



 



 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Queenspark After School Football Hub 

Want your child to stay active and healthy after 
school? 

After the hugely successful programme in term 1 
2016, Coastal Spirit F.C is returning in term 4 to run 
the After School Football Hub at Queenspark 
Reserve and invites your son or daughter to take 
part. 
During the 8 session programme, every child will 
be fully engaged, active, develop skills and have 
heaps of fun with qualified coaches. 
The best thing is that it’s straight after 
school at Queenspark Reserve, so you don’t have 
the burden of having to drive for miles. You can nip 
down the road and drop them off at the session. 
 CLICK HERE  to register 

 

https://reg.sportingpulse.com/regoform.cgi?formID=61428


 



 



 


