
  

 
 

Term 4, Week 3 -  Wednesday 26 October 2016  
 
Kia Ora Parents and Caregivers 

On Saturday 23 October Ross Dobson (husband of our staff member Wendy Dobson) lost his battle 
with cancer and passed away. Together with his family, Ross has battled cancer for over three years. 
Ross and the family were able to have a significant reprieve from the disease but unfortunately it 
came back very late last year. Wendy has been a teacher at Windsor and Waitākiri Schools for over a 
decade and her daughters Erin and Lana work in our OSCAR programme. Our love and thoughts go 
to Wendy, Erin and Lana at this very difficult time. A number of staff and Board of Trustees members 
will attend the funeral on Thursday morning.  
 
Last week my family and I spent time remembering our son Jamie who died eight years ago in a car 
crash just before his 18th birthday. 
 

Both of these tragic events remind me of the importance of family, of spending quality time with the 
ones you love, of switching off the devices and spending time walking, talking, laughing (and at times 
crying) spending family time around meals and whenever possible recording and saving precious 
moments (especially making short movies).  Nothing else in the world matters as much in the end. 

He aha te mea nui o te ao 
What is the most important thing in the world? 
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata 
It is the people, it is the people, it is the people 
 
Take care folks, love those around you and cherish the moments. 
 
Kind regards 
Neill O’Reilly 
Principal 
 

Please ensure you are signed up to receive our alerts with the new tiqbiz app on your 
smartphone (see flyer in this newsletter) 

 
If you don’t have a smartphone, please sign up for our texts:   

Text: follow WaitakiriSchool to 8987 
Unfortunately Vodafone do not support this service, so if you are a Vodafone customer, please ask a 

fellow parent or family member to receive the texts and forward them onto you. 
 

 
 

 
Email:   office@waitakiri.school.nz                     Website: www.waitakiri.school.nz 
School: 383 2736 or 027 202 3543                   OSCAR: 383 2649 or 027 655 8104 

School bank account number for paying children’s accounts: 03 1700 0622075 025 
 

http://www.waitakiri.school.nz/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Community Event 
 

Thursday 3 November 5pm – 7pm 
(event will be cancelled if wet) 

Come and join us for a fun community event 

- Sausage Sizzle  

- Bouncy castles 

- Performances by our students including Kapa Haka, Jump Jam, Dance 

Crew, Rock Band, Folk Dancing and Choir 

 

We would love for our families, friends, neighbours and community to join 

us.  Free sausage sizzle! Bring a picnic and a chair/blanket and enjoy some 

community spirit.   

Coffee will be available for purchase. 

All welcome!     See you there! 

FOR ALL YEAR 4 & 5 CHILDREN 
REAL Challenges presentation 

 Year 4 & 5 students who have completed their home learning challenges 
Friday, 9 December 2pm in the school hall -  All welcome! 

 

FOR ALL YEAR 6 CHILDREN 
Year 6 Leavers Celebration &  REAL Challenges presentation 

Wednesday, 14 December 6.30pm in the school hall 
 

Plus a fun night for Year 6 children provided by the PTA 
Year 6 PTA Ice Skating evening - Tuesday, 13 December 6.00pm at Alpine Ice 

 



POLICIES & PROCEDURES UP FOR REVIEW 
Waitākiri School works on a subscription basis with SchoolDocs to maintain, update, and review our 
policies. SchoolDocs provides us with a comprehensive core set of policies which have been well 
researched and follow the Ministry of Education National Administration Guidelines. The policies and 
procedures are tailored to our school, and the school supplies specific information such as our 
charter, and procedures for behaviour management, reporting to parents, etc.  
 
Policies are monitored by SchoolDocs and updated, modified, or created in response to changes in 
legislation, significant events, Ministry guidelines, reviews/requests from schools, and regular 
reviewing from the SchoolDocs team. Our board of trustees has the opportunity to view changes and 
additions and comment on them before they are implemented. This is to advise you that there are two 
policies up for review, “Education Outside the Classroom” & “Sun Protection”. Please follow the 
instructions below to take part in the review by Friday 16 December 2016. 

1. Visit the website http://waitakiri.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm 
2. Enter the user name (waitakiri) and password (waitakiri). 
3. Follow the link to the relevant policy as listed. 
4. Read the policy. 
5. Click the Policy Review button at the right hand top corner of the page. 
6. Select the reviewer type "Parent". 
7. Enter your name (optional). 
8. Submit your ratings and comments. 

If you don't have internet access, there is a computer in the CHOICE Room for parents to use for this. 
Please ask at the office. 

Positive Parenting Workshop 2 
Friday 4 November 9-11 at Waitākiri School in the CHOICE Room 
This workshop is a follow-up to the first Friday morning session held in term 3.    
Please contact the office to let us know numbers attending.   
Thank you, Dianna Reynolds, Deputy Principal 

 

PICNIC WITH THE PRINCIPAL 
Congratulations to the Learning Heroes who had a Picnic with Mr 

O’Reilly last week. Pictured right are Jett, Jayden, Oliver, Amber, 

Lavania, Mia, Aston, William, Zara, Shiloh, Tessa, Saki and Mr O’Reilly. 

 

 

LEARNING HERO 

MORNING TEA 
Congratulations to the Learning Heroes from Otakaro Studio who had 

morning tea with Mr O’Reilly yesterday.  Pictured left are Maddison, 

Daniel, Paige, Amber, Alex, Giovanni, Brayden, Hayley, Sasha, Flynn, 

Taylah, Sam and Mr O’Reilly. 

http://waitakiri.schooldocs.co.nz/1893.htm


 SPORTS NEWS 
Athletics afternoon for Windsor & Burwood Studios (Years 1 &2) TOMORROW Thursday 27 
October 1.30-3pm. 
 
BASKETBALL - Starts this Thursday 27 at Cowles Stadium.  Please see draw below and on wesbite 
for game times.  If your child can no longer play please let us know. Good Luck Teams! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LANYARDS NEEDED 
Hi everyone – we are needing some lanyards for our many visitors we get here at school. Would any 

families have any at home they no longer need and could please donate to us. If you do or know 

where we could get some, please let the office know.  Many thanks! 

 

ENVIROFERNS NEWS 
Thank you to everyone who wore green and supported our Green Day last week. We raised $595 for 

our school enviro projects, some of which are CHOICE Cafe cups, orchard and butterfly garden. If 

you havent seen our fantastic orchard and gardens behind the library, make sure you take a look. We 

are very proud of them! Thank you from the Enviroferns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REAL CHALLENGE NEXT WEEK 



 



 



 



 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


