
  

 
 

Term 4, Week 6 – Wednesday 16 November 2016  
 
Dear Whanau 

Here we go again... 
I know the events of this week are not what we wanted for our children, however we are here again. 
Let’s take a bit of Nigel Latta's advice and include some humour (earthquakes = earth farting!) along 
with facts: 

 School is safe 
 The staff at school care for you  
 We have survived worse so we will get through this 
 You parents can be contacted in an instant through Tiqbiz 

We know that some children will be feeling vulnerable, if this is especially the case for your child 
make sure you talk to your homeroom teacher so we can help together. We will be focusing on the 'E' 
in REAL, Encourage. Talk to your child about being an Encourager this week, saying kind things to 
others, finding the good in what others do and say and building one another up. In this newsletter are 
six simple steps that will help you help your child this week. 

In light of the weekend’s events, the gold coin donation for the BBQ’s will now be sent to schools in 
Waiau to assist them in any way that will help them and their children. 
 
Take care, Kia kaha 
 
Neill O'Reilly, Principal 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU PTA 
A big thanks to our school PTA for providing our school 

community with a defibrillator.  This is situated in the front 

door of the hall and can be a life saving device for someone 

who is having a cardiac arrest.  We hope we never have to, 

but it is wonderful to know it is there for use in an 

emergency. Way to go PTA! 

 



 



MESSAGE FROM BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
As we near the end of the first year in the school the Board are fortunate to oversee a school which 

runs smoothly, with solid leadership and strong values. We continue to evaluate and always consider 

the best interests of the school, staff and students.  

As you are aware our school strives to provide superior resources and provides many additional 

opportunities to ensure our learners have every opportunity to get involved in a wide variety of 

sporting, cultural, creative and performance activities.  We appreciate the additional time many staff 

give outside their working hours to allow this to happen.   

We also really appreciate the financial contribution made by the annual family donation. The school 

relies heavily on the family donation as a means to fund the additional activities we offer. We are 

fortunate to have a brand new school for our children but still have the same financial restraints as all 

schools encounter when funding all the "extras”. We ask for very little throughout the year in 

contributions and would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that your payments are 

valued and very necessary if we want to continue as we are. 

We recently discussed funds already spent and future spending on e- learning.  A huge financial 

commitment towards i-pads has provided fantastic opportunities for children to use apps which 

support and extend their learning.  As i-pads have a limited life span we are aware of  the need to 

budget for replacements when necessary.  Those who are able to BYOD help support the learner to  

i-pad ratio.   

A method of saving funds will be the solar panels being installed over summer, allowing the school to 

save costs on power as well as supporting our Enviroschools policy. The initial cost of the panels will 

be made up in power savings. 

As a Board we are all very passionate about being the best school we can be - the vibe and character 

within our school comes from everyone’s involvement and will continue to be what we all make of it. 

Kind regards 

Waitākiri Board of Trustees 

 

Waitakiri OSCAR Holiday Programme available now 
 

Fri 16th Dec 2016 Open from 12.30pm to 6pm  
 

Mon 19th to Fri 23rd Dec 2016 plus Mon 9th to Mon 30th Jan 2017 Open 7.30am to 6pm 
every day 

 
Age appropriate activities for years 1-3 and years 4 & up 

 
Orana Park/Olympia Gym/Clip n Climb/Movies plus many more exciting activities 

 
Email amanda.murray@waitakiri.school.nz for a programme plan or pick one up from 

our OSCAR Programme 

 

mailto:amanda.murray@waitakiri.school.nz


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please ensure you are signed up to receive our alerts with the tiqbiz app on your 
smartphone. This is how we notify parents about important events, like the need to evacuate 

school, cancellations etc.   
 

 If you don’t have a smartphone, please sign up for our texts:  Text: follow WaitakiriSchool to 8987 
Unfortunately Vodafone do not support this service, so if you are a Vodafone customer, please ask a fellow 

parent or family member to receive the texts and forward them onto you. 
 



SPORTS NEWS 

ANZ THE PALMS PRESENTS: 

INTERNATIONAL CRICKET - BLACK CAPS VS PAKISTAN. 

THURSDAY 17
 
NOVEMBER  

ANZ have generously donated 200 tickets for our school community to attend the first day of the test match.  
 

Buses will be departing school at 10.20am and leaving the Hagley Oval at 2.00pm to return to school.   

 

There is no cost to this as ANZ are providing the buses and tickets for us. 

 

Thank you to the parents who have offered to help manage groups of children on the day.  Children 

will not be able to purchase food, so a packed lunch, drink bottle, sunhat and sunscreen must be 

required.  No Hat, No Go.  Parents will be able to travel on the buses as well. 

 

Yours sincerely, Kent Burnard, Sports/PE Team 

 

REAL CHALLENGE THANK YOU  
Thank you to everyone who supported us and the SPCA by donating goods 
and buying our goodies! We sold cupcakes, cookies and goodies bags as well 
as collecting items needed for animals at the SPCA. We raised $440.80 and 
took the donated items and funds to the SPCA at Hornby.   
From Sasha, Daisy, Tahlia and Bronte 

 

 

 

OUT OF SCHOOL ACHIVEMENTS 
Jessica (pictured left) sat a Hip Hop medal and exam and a Jazz medal and exam 
last term. She received the highest possible marks in all four. Well done Jessica! 

 

 

 

TE REO O TE WIKI 
This term our topic is Hauora- health and well-

being.  

Here is a useful command for home. 

Tangohia ō hū – take off your shoes 
 

You can also use: 

Tangohia tō pōtae – take off your hat 



WORKING BEE AT SCHOOL 
We are having a working bee on Saturday 26 November starting at 10.30am.  We are needing family 
members to help in the garden and re bark the gardens.  Anyone who can help please let Woody 
(caretaker) or the office know. If you can bring a wheelbarrow and shovel would be appreciated. 
Please park in the school carpark, morning tea provided.  Many hands make light work.  Thank you.  

 

ART IN ACTION 
Ōtākaro studio were lucky enough to have Clare and Debbie from SCAPE Public Art come to visit us. 
  
We created cyanotype prints in response to Julia Morison's work Tree Houses for Swamp 
Dwellers. Cyanotype printing is created through a photographic process using light sensitive paper 
exposed with sunlight.  We created our prints using a range of foliage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
Scholastic book club brochures have been sent home with children today and orders close on Friday 
25 November 2016. No late orders will be accepted. Please ensure correct money is enclosed in a 
named envelope. Thank you. 
 

SCHOOL ACCOUNTS 

A reminder to ensure that children’s school accounts are up to date and Year 6 accounts must be 
paid before Friday 9 December.  



REAL CHALLENGE by Livia K1 



 

SALVATION ARMY 
REAL CHALLENGE 

TO HELP THOSE LESS FORTUNATE THIS CHRISTMAS 



 



 



 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 



 


